
GATEWAYS  
CONGREGATION SHAAREY TIKVAH  

FEBRUARY 2015   SHEVAT/ADAR 5775  

É BEACHWOOD   OHIO  SINCE 1940  É É 

É 

75 YEARS STRONG!  



CLERGY 

Executive Director  
Martha Sivertson  

martha@ 
shaareytikvah.org 

x101  

Face to Face Director  
Louise Freilich  

face2face@ 
shaareytikvah.org 

x140 

Office Manager  
Roz Stone  

roz@ 
shaareytikvah.org 

x100 

Education Director 
Ilana Yares  

ilana@ 
shaareytikvah.org 

x103 

STAFF 

Youth Director  
Katie Mintzer  
katiemintzer@ 

gmail.com 

Maintenance Manager  
Frank George  

x112 

EXEC. COMMITTIEE 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Michael Axel 
Jeff Cohen 
Ted Einhorn 
Jeff Epstein 
Ethan Karp 
Martin Kohn 
Deb Picker 
Toby Rosenberg 
Jessi Shapiro 
Steve Wertheim 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Howard Bochnek 
Amy Einhorn 
Marvin Engelberg 
Sharon Fagin 
David Hutt 
Roberta Kaplan 
David Leavitt 
Stuart Sharpe 

REPRESENTATIVES 

President  
Leslie Sobel 
 

Vice President  
Karen Mintzer 
 

Vice President  
Josh Gordon 
 

Vice President  
Eric Kodish 
 

Secretary  
Peter Shulman 
 

Assistant Secretary  
Alyson Fieldman 
 

Treasurer  
Abby Stadlin 
 

Assistant Treasurer  
Michael Goldberg 

Rabbi  
     David Kosak  

ravkosak@ 
shaareytikvah.org  

x105 

Cantor  
Gary Paller  
cantorgary@ 

shaareytikvah.org 
x107 

President  
Leslie Sobel  

howari@ 
sbcglobal.net 

FEBRUARY 2015 / SHEVAT/ADAR 5775                                                                                                    PAGE 2 

OUR LEADERSHIP  PRESIDENT 

Gateways is a monthly publication of: Congregation Shaarey Tikvah  

26811 Fairmount Boulevard Beachwood, Ohio 44122 

216.765.8300: Fax: 216. 765.0149 www.shaareytikvah.org 

Congregation Shaarey Tikvah is an egalitarian Conservative congregation 

whose members are passionate about Judaism. By combining meaningful  

and joyful worship, serious Jewish learning, social action and compelling 

Shabbat and holiday experiences, we create a vibrant spiritual community. 

Menôs Club 
Richard Friedman 
 

Sisterhood  
Shirley Edelman 

 

Our front cover : 

Mayfield Temple/Gates of Hope was founded in 1940.  This building, on  

Mayfield & Superior Roads in Cleveland Heights, was our first spiritual home. 



BOARD MEMBER FOCUS RICK KODISH 

Rick Kodish is currently Vice President of CST.  He and his young family 
joined the shul in the mid 90s, and have found it to be a wonderful, 
nurturing spiritual home.  He is now the father of 3 fine young adults (Elan, 
Tamar and Oren) and has been blessed with 26 years of marriage to 
Perach.  Like so many CST members, his kids literally grew up in this 
community and this village raised some very wonderful children. 
  

At work, Rick is Director of Cleveland Clinic's Center for Ethics, Humanities, and Spiritual 
Care.  He also serves as the F. J. O'Neill Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Bioethics, Executive Director of the Cleveland Fellowship in Advanced Bioethics, and 
Professor of Pediatrics at the Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve 
University.  From 1993-2004, he cared for children with cancer and blood diseases at 
Rainbow Babies and Childrenôs Hospital, where he was the founding director of the 
Rainbow Center for Pediatric Ethics. His areas of expertise include informed consent, 
childhood cancer and blood diseases, pediatric ethics, end-of-life issues, and research 
ethics. He received the Distinguished Alumni Award from the Northeast Ohio Medical 
University in 2001, and was elected Chair of its Board of Trustees in 2011.  His favorite 
thing at work is helping to mentor the next generation of leaders in medical ethics and 
academic medicine. 
  
Outside of work, Rick likes playing tennis, watching the Ohio State Buckeyes football 
team win national championships, being in Israel with Perach and her family, and playing 
his Martin acoustic guitar.   
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WE ARE TURNING 75!!!  

CONGREGATION  

SHAAREY TIKVAH  

Small Shul.  

Large Community.  



A LESSON FROM RABBI DAVID KOSAK 
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Dialogue Creates Community; Demonization Leads to War  
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary since the Catholic Church composed a 
document known as Nostra Aetate. In that document, the Church expressed remarkable sentiments of 
tolerance for other faiths: 
 

The Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and holy in these religions. She regards with 
sincere reverence those ways of conduct and of life, those precepts and teachings which, 
though differing in many aspects from the ones she holds and sets forth, nonetheless often 
reflect a ray of that Truth which enlightens all men.  

 
The Church not only issued these encouraging words, but has acted on it in ways large and small. They have 
endeavored in the decades since to learn from and about Jews and Judaism and to repair its stained past with 
our communities. They have demonstrated real commitment. 
 
As a young boy, my family and I would attend an Ecumenical Thanksgiving service first started by my 
grandfather in the 1950ôs. As a rabbinical student, I attended four separate interfaith retreats for seminary 
students. Each time I came back enlivened and enriched by the experience. My own life, therefore, has been 
deeply informed by the notion that good people of different religions and backgrounds can and must still forge a 
common ground of respect which allows for encountering the other without that discourse impinging on oneôs 
own commitments and beliefs. 
 
In an age where the dangers of fundamentalism, polarization and misunderstanding are rife on the one hand, 
and increasingly isolated individualism and societal narcissism is rampant on the other, the importance of 
dialogue and encounter remain important tools in building not just a safer and more just world but also a world 
of more meaningful connections. These tasks are huge, require vast and far reaching cultural revolutions in the 
Middle East, yes, but also in the West where communal concern is at a near low. Genuine and long lasting 
change on these two fronts, if it occurs, will happen incrementally and demand sustained effort and focus.  
 
The world lost one of its champions in this work with the passing of Rabbi Harold Schulweiss on December 
18th, 2014.  Having attended rabbinical school in Los Angeles, I was fortunate to learn from Rabbi Schulweiss 
on numerous occasions. His body of work included pioneering efforts in the creation of the Havurah movement 
that built Jewish community in a large and disconnected city; in recognizing the heroism of righteous gentiles; 
and in applying the Holocaustôs lesson of ñnever againò to the arena of human rights. 
 
When a great luminary passes, we of course mourn. There is a moment of despair as well, when we question 
how we might live up to that personôs legacy. The answer, as we all know from Hillelôs lo alekha hamôlakha 
ligmor, is that we donôt need to live up to that personôs capacities, nor do we need to complete their work. As a 
person of faith, however, I do believe we are all called to contribute. 
 
And so I would like to share a few snapshots of how the Cleveland community is doing its share.  
 
Evangelical Lunches : Over the past seven years or so, area rabbis across the religious spectrum have been 
meeting over lunch with Evangelical Christian clergymen once a month at the Jewish Federation. Many people 
ascribe a host of beliefs to evangelicals. It seems that many Americans  imagine evangelicals to be a rigid, 
monolithic group. Like any other group, there is tremendous variety and sophistication to their viewpoints, and 
these lunches create bonds of understanding between our community leaders. 
 
Bridges Over Troubled Waters : How to Discuss Controversial Subjects to Reach Understanding: CST 
recently hosted a group of over fifty Jews from across the larger community who gathered to learn the 
difference between dialogue and debate (understanding vs. winning), and to gain skills needed to listen and 
 

Continued on page 20  



 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 6-9PM 
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OUR CONDOLENCES  
 

...to Marc Eiselsberg on the loss of his grandmother, 
Evelyn Skolnik. 
 
...to Annette & Andy Szabo the loss of their brother and 
uncle, respectively. 

Milestone Birthdays for February:  
 

Rachael Parkin 
Barry Mintzer 
Leslie Sobel 

Hanna Winter 
Pete Copeland 
Justin Lappen 

Richard Friedman  
 

Milestone Anniversaries for February:  
 

Andy Havas & Janet Greene    30 



A MESSAGE FROM LESLIE SOBEL 
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A birthday is a day to celebrate, to be grateful and for self-reflection.  Itôs been two and a half years since my 
first birthday call to congregants.   Though the notion of respecting another and showing appreciation should 
not just be limited to one day, my calls have been very satisfying to me and have created a way for me to 
connect and to begin a conversation.  
 
This time of year we celebrate the birthday of the trees, Tu Bôshevat.  Our youngest celebrate Chagigat  
Hatorah with their formal entry into the study of Judaism at this time, the first weekend of February. Their 
Jewish roots are being developed at CST in a way that would have made our founders grateful.  Though many 
of them will not be able to rejoice with us, there will be smiles and joy on the faces of the childrenôs families and 
their extended synagogue family on Shabbat morning at Congregation Shaarey Tikvah.   
 
The 75

th
 birthday celebration of Gates of Hope, Shaarey Tikvah, is beginning this month.  On February 21

st
 we 

celebrate our past.  Please come be with us for a very special morning.  Next month on March 21
st
 we 

celebrate who we are today.  There will be other opportunities to connect with each other.  Sisterhood likes to 
party and would love for you to party with them on Games Night the 7

th
 of February.  Itôs always a fun time and 

great place for conversation.   
 
As we look further into this year, the 75

th
 committee is planning another program for all; an engaging way to 

creatively express yourself in a community with others celebrating alongside in various activities.  Also there 
will be a culminating party.  Plenty of time to enjoy CST and celebrate its past 75 years and support its future 
75 years.   Please watch for more information. 
 
This year I also am grateful to celebrate a special birthday.  I can think of no better way to do so than with all of 
you.  I will be sponsoring a lunch on February 14

th
 after Shabbat morning service and it would mean so much if 

you could help me celebrate.  Iôd love to see you at lunch and hope you are available to join me. 
 
As Iôve wished many of you a happy birthday, I would like to make a wish for Congregation Shaarey Tikvah.  I 
wish for our synagogue 75 more years of good fiscal health, strength in building kehillah relationships, and 
youthful exuberance.  And as for me, I hope my family and I can see this vision as it comes to fruition for many 
years to come. 
 

All the best, 
Leslie 

Attn: 
Families with students  

in college   
 

Sisterhood will be sending out Passover  
packages to all college students for whom we 
have addresses.   Please contact Roz at x100 
or email her at roz@shaareytikvah.org with  
your childôs name and his/her college address 
no later than March 1!  

 
Help needed at  

Kosher Food Bank  
 
The Kosher Food Bank needs packers!  CST 
will be sending a small group to help out on 
Sunday morning, February 22, from 9:30am 
until noon.  You will need to be able to stand, 
move around, lift only up to ten pounds.   
Call Deb Picker to sign up at 216.513.9646. 


