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OUR LEADERSHIP  

PRESIDENT 

Gateways is a monthly publication of: Congregation Shaarey Tikvah 
26811 Fairmount Boulevard Beachwood, Ohio 44122 
216.765.8300 Fax: 216.765.0149 www.shaareytikvah.org 

Congregation Shaarey Tikvah is an egalitarian Conservative  
congregation whose members are passionate about Judaism. By combining 
meaningful and joyful worship, serious Jewish learning, social action and 
compelling Shabbat and holiday experiences, we create a vibrant spiritual 
community. 

Menôs Club 
Richard Friedman 
 

Sisterhood 
Shirley Edelman 

Our front cover:  We just missed Roz so much that Rabbi Roland  
created this desktop tribute. Believe it or not, visitors have been tricked by 
the picture even to the point of saying ñHi Rozò as they go by. Not sure we 
could have gotten away with this GATEWAYS cover if it wasnôt ADAR. 
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Volunteers Needed! Make some new friends! 

Get involved! 
 

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ bŜǿ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ bŜǿ ̧ŜŀǊΚΚΚ  
 

[ƻƻƪ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ {ƘŀŀǊŜȅ ¢ƛƪǾŀƘΗ 
 

YƻǎƘŜǊ ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ς {ŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎΣ 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 
¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ /ƘŜŦǎΣ 5ŀȅ-ƻŦ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƘŜƭǇ 

 

aƛǘȊǾŀƘ /ƻǊǇǎ ς 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
 

hŶŎŜ ς hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭŜǊƛŎŀƭ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
 

/ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ¸h¦ ƘŀǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ /{¢ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǎƘŀŀǊŜȅǝƪǾŀƘΦƻǊƎκǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜκƻǘƘŜǊ-ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ-

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎκ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

Avi Benyamin Zimmerman will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday morning 

March 18. Avi is the son of Nancy and 
Rob Zimmerman of Orange Village and 
the brother of Micah and Noah. He is 
the grandson of Leonard and the late 
Barbara Lurie and Arthur and the late 
Selma Zimmerman. Avi is a student at 
the Gross Schechter Day School where 

he plays soccer, basketball and  
ultimate frisbee. In the summer Avi  

attends the ñhome of happinessò, Camp 
Wise in Burton where he loves hanging 

out with his friends. Avi also enjoys 
camping, skiing, and climbing trees.  

 

http://www.shaareytikvah.org/participate/other-volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.shaareytikvah.org/participate/other-volunteer-opportunities/


A òLESSONó FROM RABBI SCOTT ROLAND 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 

ṗṗṗṗṗ 

NEW SEATING ARRANGEMENT FOR ALL SERVICES AND PROGRAMS TAKING PLACE IN THE 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY TIKVAH SANCTUARY 

 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŜ ŀǎ wŀōōƛ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōȅƭŀǿǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ {ƘŀŀǊŜȅ 
¢ƛƪǾŀƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ŀōōƭŜƻƴŀƎŀƛƴ ¢ŀƭƳǳŘ aŀǎŜŎƘŜǘ {Ƙǘǳȅƻǘ осŎ Ŝǘ ǎŜǉΦ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǘȊǾƻǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ tǳǊƛƳ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ L ƘŜǊŜōȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  
 
{ŜŎǝƻƴ тΦ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ tŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ {ƘŀŀǊŜȅ ¢ƛƪǾŀƘΦ {ƛǩƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ YƛŘŘǳǎƘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎΦ  
 
{ŜŎǝƻƴ нсΦ !ǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǇŜǿέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴŜŘ 
ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǇŜŜ-ȅŜǿΣέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻƴŜ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭŦ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǝƴƪȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ WŜǿǎ ǎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜũƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƻǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ hƴ tǳǊƛƳ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ WŜǿǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǘƻ ǾΩƴŀƘŀŦƻŎƘ ƘǳΣ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǿŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǳǊƛƳ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  
 
{ŜŎǝƻƴ муΦ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ {ƘŀŀǊŜȅ ¢ƛƪǾŀƘ 
ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ !ŘŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нтΣ нлмт ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŀƴ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōŀƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǳǊƛƳ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ 
CƛƊŜŜƴǘƘ ƻŦ !ŘŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ мнΣ нлмт ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŀƴ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ  
 
{ŜŎǝƻƴ мфплΦ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ ƻŦ !ŘŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ ммΣ нлмт ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŀƴ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ŦƻǊ ά9ǎǘƘŜǊΥ ! tŜǊǎƛŀƴ aǳǎƛŎŀƭΣέ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ {ƘŀŀǊŜȅ 
¢ƛƪǾŀƘΩǎ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ-ǘƘŜƳŜŘ tǳǊƛƳ ǎǇƛŜƭΦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŜƎƛƭƭŀƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ŀǘ тΥмрǇƳ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǎǇƛŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎƘŜƴŀƴƛƎŀƴǎΦ  
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Shaarey Tikvah Shiur 
with Rabbi Scott Roland 

2017/5777  
 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm 
Light snacks and warm beverages 

All adult learners welcome! 
 

Upcoming topics: 
 

1st - Torah Service and Musaf 
8th - The Mitzvot of Purim 

15th - Conservative Judaism 
22nd - Easy Passover Seder Guide 

29th - Preparing for Pesach 
 

Pick up a booklet at shul for more information. 



A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT RICK KODISH 

             ...FROM THIRTY THOUSAND FEET... 
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As we fly west across the country, I have a chance to share some Shaarey Tikvah thoughts from way up here.  

Two separate topics are on my mind: security and openness. And as I write I begin to see some connections. 

 

We just celebrated Tu BôShevat, and Perachôs WhatsApp group of Israeli siblings, nieces, nephews and cousins 

featured this very nice wisdom related to what we can learn from trees (translated from the Hebrew): 

 

Stand tall  Drink lots of water   Generously share your shade with others Enjoy the view  

                    

                             Always stay attached to your roots Appreciate your own natural beauty 

 

So letôs begin by looking at our roots and how we might ñstay attached.ò  We are a synagogue founded in 1940 by 

Jews who were refugees from Germany.  As the turbulence of our current national debate around immigration and 

the proper balance between security and openness as a country seems to intensify each day, it helps to know who 

we are and from whence we came.  I am not of German Jewish descent, but the issues seem equally applicable to 

my great grandparents who came to these shores at the end of the 19th century-Jews from Poland, Russia and 

Hungary.  Come to think of it, the same considerations pertain to my wifeôs parents who immigrated to Israel 

from Baghdad and Basra respectively in 1951.  Our history as a people is one of diaspora and homecoming, 

drifting and settling.  Where does this leave us in 2017, as the gates of hope are closed to many who might have 

been us or our family?  At the same time, the need for attention to our security is an ever present concern and one 

that I do not take lightly.  We must recognize the connections between the macro level debate currently taking 

place in our larger society, and our own more local conditions and context in regard to these questions. 

At our January Board meeting, your synagogue trustees had a vigorous discussion about security.  As a result of 

that conversation, I have appointed a CST Security Committee to review all aspects of our safety at the 

synagogue.  I am grateful to Michael Goldberg for his leadership in the effort, and we look forward to future 

recommendations that we can use to enhance security in a way that does not unduly diminish the welcoming 

atmosphere that we have come to appreciate at CST. 

In February, the Board had an even more robust discussion.  This one related to the Executive Order of Friday, 

January 27, 2017 entitled ñProtecting the Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the United States.ò  As a 

synagogue, we are not in the habit of entering the fray when it comes to major public debates.  My role as 

President, and one I take very seriously, is helping to set the agenda and decide what comes to the Board for 

discussion and possible action.  When Peter Shulman approached me  about our Board making a statement that 

would address the Executive Order as it relates to our own synagogue history and Jewish values, I reflected and 

spoke with Rabbi Roland and other lay leaders.  We decided that a special meeting was warranted.  As one would 

expect, there was some diversity of opinion.  More importantly, there was an intense level of respect and deep 

listening to one another.  The outcome was that the Board authorized the Executive Committee to incorporate the 

important feedback that was given, and revise the initially proposed ñResolutionò and transform it into a 

ñStatement.ò  The clear consensus was to express serious reservations about the Executive Order, but to be very 

circumspect in how the statement was phrased.  Specifically, the Board was clear that it is speaking only for itself 

and not by any means suggesting that the statement represents a unanimous view of the entire congregation.  

I could comment a great deal more on the content of the statement, but would rather point out something about the 

process.  Many other synagogues and Jewish organizations have expressed similar concern.  What I want to 

convey with regard to CST is more about kavannah. The degree to which members of your Board took their 

responsibility seriously was so impressive, and in the words of our opening prayer for Board meetings we were 

able to ñlisten to each other carefully, treating one another with respect, and assuring that our honest differences 

do not overshadow our unity of purpose-to carry out the important work that this congregation has entrusted to 

us.ò  
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And I will let the content speak for itself.  The final version of the CST Board Statement on the Executive 

Order reads as follows: 

 

ñOur Torah teaches the Jewish people that ñYou too must befriend the stranger, for you were strangers in the 

land of Egypt (Deut. 10:19). Over the last two thousand years, Jews have been strangers in many lands, 

sometimes comfortably, too often subject to discrimination, persecution, expulsion, and, during the 

Holocaust, wholesale extermination. We are a people who have been set apart, stereotyped, and demonized. 

 

Congregation Shaarey Tikvah (ñGates of Hopeò) was founded in 1940 by Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi terror. 

Sixteen years earlier, the United States had imposed an immigration law that severely restricted the flow of 

immigrants from countries in which Jews were most likely to reside. The law did not mention Jews, but it did 

not have to. This law, and others like it, sought to preserve the ethnic, racial, and religious makeup of this 

country for Americans threatened by the arrival of Eastern and Southern Europeans, especially Jews, as well 

as migrants from China and Japan. The founders of Shaarey Tikvah were among the few Jews of this era who 

managed to reach the United States. Tens of thousands of othersðif not moreðmight have been saved from 

suffering or perishing in the Holocaust had immigration restrictions not been in place. 

 

Shaarey Tikvahôs history as a congregation of refugees reverberates to the present day. Our congregation has 

developed the ñFace to Faceò program, which has taught over 40,000 students since 1994 about the 

Holocaust, prejudice, and the value of tolerance. We have continued to welcome immigrant members from at 

least four continents. 

In greater Cleveland, the founders of Shaarey Tikvah joined a region home to over a hundred different 

immigrant communities. Today, our East Side Cleveland suburbs contain friends and neighbors from around 

the world, including the seven Muslim-majority countries singled out in the presidentôs Executive Order 

restricting immigration. 

 

Throughout American history, people of different faiths, ethnicities, and national origins have not only 

become Americans but strengthened the fabric of our society. The words of George Washington to the Jews of 

Newport, Rhode Island are no less true today than they were in 1790: ñIt is now no more that toleration is 

spoken of as if it were the indulgence of one class of people that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent 

natural rights,ò Washington wrote, ñfor, happily, the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry 

no sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean 

themselves as good citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual support.ò 

 

From our congregationôs history and the values of our faith, the Board of Shaarey Tikvah expresses its 

opposition to the Executive Order of Friday, January 27th, 2017 entitled ñProtecting the Nation From 

Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the United Statesò and any future measures curtailing the entry or immigration 

to America of Muslims or people of any faith, and affirms Americaôs foundation as a pluralistic and 

welcoming society.ò 

 

We are committed to the twin goals of security and openness.  Stay tuned for updates on both of these issues, 

including action steps our Mitzvah Corps will take to help us be more open and welcoming and contribute to 

the broader societal goals of chesed.  And at the same time, we will keep vigilant with regard to our safety and 

security and thank our newly formed Security Committee for their efforts.  In the end, we will find the right 

balance!! 

 

Lôhitraot, 

 

Rick 
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MAZAL TOV TOé 
 
...Roz and Pete 
Stone on the  
marriage of their 
daughter,  
Rebecca, to  
Preston DeFrancis 

Our condolences to é 
 
...Bob Kimmelfield on the loss of his step-
mother, Marilyn Braveman 
 
...Jackie Freedman on the loss of her  
brother, Albert Kahane 

 

 

 
We will be celebrating  monthly 

birthdays on the  
following dates: 

March 25 
        April 8 

       May 27 

Attn: Families with students  
in college  

 
Sisterhood will be sending out P 
packages to all college students for whom we 
have addresses.   Please contact Roz at x100 
or email her at roz@shaareytikvah.org with  
your childôs name and his/her college address 
no later than March 15! 


