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Our front cover : SEFIRAT HA'OMER: The 49 days between Pesach and
Shavuot are counted. During this time the 'omer, or barley offering, was
brought to the Temple. This calendar is coded to keep track of both the
weekly and daily cycles. The blessing which is made before counting is
flanked by the barley design. Surrounding this are the biblical verses which
tell us to bring the offering and count the period between the holidays.

Gateways is a monthly publication of: Congregation Shaarey Tikvah
26811 Fairmount Boulevard Beachwood, Ohio 44122
216.765.8300 Fax: 216.765.0149 www.shaareytikvah.org

Congregation Shaarey Tikvah is an egalitarian Conservative

congregation whose members are passionate about Judaism. By combining
meaningful and joyful worship, serious Jewish learning, social action and
compelling Shabbat and holiday experiences, we create a vibrant spiritual
community.
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BOARD MEMBER FOCUS  ADAM LEVIN

Adam Levin lives in Pepper Pike with his wife Nancy and every once in a while,
one of their college age children, Rebecca (University of Michigan), Zach (also
University of Michigan) and Rachel (Williams College) also makes an appearance!
Adam is a past Board chair and Lifetime Trustee of the Mandel Jewish Day
School, and a past long time Board Member of the JECC and the Jewish
Community Federation of Cleveland. He also served as Trustee of his synagogue
in his hometown in Erie, PA, Temple Anshe Hesed. Adam and Nancy have been
members of CST for 15 years, and enjoy the sense of community in the shul.

The positive feelings about CST extend to their kids, where all three were active in
STUSY and CRUSY. Both Becca and Rachel participated in the NATIV Gap Year
program and each had fellow CSTers in their NATIV cohort.

Nancy and Adam consider their community volunteerism a partnership, where each has been there to
support the other's efforts. Nancy is the immediate past Chair of the Board of Cleveland Hillel and also
served as the Federation's Womens Divison Chair.

Professionally, Adam is the CEO of Levin Consulting, a global consulting firm focused on consumer
products. He has worked with more than 200 different companies around the world, ranging from start-ups
to Fortune 100 giants. This means a lot of travel and exposure to a lot of cool gadgets!

SENIOR CAFE®d where the wise come for wisdom!

Once a month-Wednesdays 1:30 3:00 pm

Join friends and peers in our free midday coffee klatch for conversation and
a changing selection of light, breezy activities and speakers on topics of interest.

Contact: Judy Friedman (216) 5345039
Shirley Hoffman (440) 781788

May 18 - Jewish World Service ’ l
Transportation available

Next date: June 15
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A LESSON FROM RABBI EDDIE SUKOL

Renew The Old & Sanctify The New

Rav Kook, the first Ashkenasi Chief Rabbi of Palestine (1921-1935) in the British Mandate era, offered

perspective on keeping Judaism alive and vibrant. He
sanctify the new. o Rav Kookds advice remains as necess

The Jewish community has changed dramatically over the course of the twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries. Jewish neighborhoods are no longer geographically intact as they once were. The make up of our
families is different with the prevalence of blended and interfaith families. Technology has changed how we
communicate and travel.

The import of these changes is not if they are positive or negative, but how we address them. The

c

Conservative branch of Judaism recognized this decades
exp

Change. 0 In just three words, Conservative Judaism

We thrive best as a community when we understand our history. We must maintain and build upon the
traditions that Judaism has handed down to us. But we must also be ready to change, to grow, and to expand
our understanding of what it means to live a Jewish life.

I do not think it is an easy task to take this challenge seriously. When do we uphold tradition and when do we
change it? Even if we envision Judaism as a large theological and religious tent, what is acceptable and what

i's not? Question Godés existence? That all ows you
that places you outside the tent.

Even the rabbinical leadership of contemporary Conservative Judaism is divided. The responsum on same
sex marriage that the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards issued in 2006 accepted the legitimacy of
opposing positions. Regrettably this was not a coherent statement of principles, but it does demonstrate the
internal division surrounding tradition vs. change.

My practice is to study Jewish texts in order to begin my exploration of an issue. The Mishnah, in a passage
about prayer quotes Rabbi Eliezer, AWhoever makes hi

t

S

AwWhat does this mean?0 asks the commentary in the Tal

something new in his or her prayer, whoever doesnoét
Bavli, Brachot 29b)

It is interesting to me that regarding something as routine as daily prayer, Judaism still calls upon us to offer
something new. Judaism teaches us to embrace change, to be prepared to try new forms of Jewish
expression, and to innovate.

When we approach living as Jews in this way | believe that we honor our tradition. Renewing the old and
sanctifying the new fulfills the highest ideals of Judaism.

(o]

p

mu
nn

C

C

I

N

(
(



PAGE 5 MAY 2016/NISSAN/IYAR 5776

Shaarey Tikvah is proudtobeaco-s ponsor of the Tikkun Lei |l Sha:
Jeshurun taking place on June 11, 2016. This meaningful event ushers in the holiday
marking the receiving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. It is open to the community and is free of
charge. Throughout the night and early morning, participants will enjoy diverse presenters
on a variety of topics. There will also separate programming for teenagers.

The event will culminate at dawn with a AKabba
weather permitting) ushering in the Torah scrolls under a chuppah, followed by Shacharit
morning services.

Participants can attend for as much of the program as they want. A kosher seudah shlishit
(Shabbat third meal), ice cream bar, breakfast buffet and snacks will be provided throughout
the event to keep energy up.

We will be celebrating monthly birthdays
on the following dates: -

May 7
June 25
July 9 . q
August 20 >
.
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT RICK KODISH

Top Ten Reasons to Attend the CST Annual Meeting

Spring is in the air, and as | write this column we are one week away from the first Seder of Pesach 5776. We
will sit around our seder tables and re-enact yetziat mitzrayim-the exodus from Egypt. This is far and away my
favorite Jewish holiday, but by the time you read this it too will be history!! Time marches on, so the best | can
say is that | hope you will have had a fantastic and meaningful Passover that will build into your experience in
5777 and beyond.

In our synagogue community calendar, after Passover comes Kosher Taste of Cleveland, followed by

our s h u &ndual meeting. It has been one year this month since David Letterman retired from late night
television, but in an homage to his comedic brilliance |
should attend this yeards CST Annual Meeting:

Rickés Top Ten:

#100 The quality of the coffee.

#90 The opportunity to hear me speak about the state of the shul.

#8060 Learn about the Worship Committeeds proposagregosan i nvi t
Purim.

#70 Hear a report from the Membership Committee about new incentives to join Shaarey Tikvah including free
iPhone 7.

#60 Hang out with your community after Sunday morning Minyan.

#58 Go see the Tribe for the 2™ annual Josh Stone Game Day with other members of your CST tribe.

#406 | will feel awfully sad if | am the only one who shows up.

#30 Prepare spiritually for the summer solstice.

#20 | promise not to speak Hebrew.

#10 Celebrate a terrific year of success for our kehillah and help build on our wonderful community.

So seriously, | hope you will join us on June 5 at 10 a.m. And shortly after the annual meeting comes the
reunification!!! Let me explain: we have had outstanding interim rabbinic leadership this year, and in that
regard we have been very fortunate. | would like to extend my personal thanks to our interim mashgiach Rabbi
Shalom Plotkin, to our longtime member Dr. Kiva Shtull for his High Holiday leadership, and to Rabbi Eddie
Sukol for serving as our interim rabbi during the past year. | know that our community is very grateful for their
service. At that same time we are excited for the arri.\
functions.

Thanks for reading this and for all that you do to make our shul the special place that it is. Please do not
hesitate to let me know your thoughts and ideas for continuous quality improvement at CST. | hope you have

a wonderful summer.

Léohitraot,
Rick
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OUR BAT MITZVAH
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* Shari Hope Spiegel will become a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday morning, May 28. Shari is the daughter of &

+ Jodi and Stuart Spiegel of Beachwood and the

¥r sister of Elana. She is the granddaughter of Nancy

¥ and Harvey Kumin and Elaine and the late Martin

* Spiegel, and the great-granddaughter of the late

I Sara Ruby. Shari attends the Joseph & Florence

4 Mandel Jewish Day School. She enjoys basketball,

¥+ running and singing. For her mitzvah project, she is

+r volunteering for Yachad, an international

#r organization promoting inclusion for children and
adults with disabilities in the broader Jewish

% community.
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UPCOMING CST EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

May % Western Wind Concert 7:30pm

May 15 A Kosher Taste of Cleveland 6pm
May22 " 61T AE %l OT AET" 61 AE
May 28 Shari Spiegel Bat Mitzvah

~ s A A - A

June ® Annual Meeting 10am followed by
2nd Annual Josh Stone Game Day 1pm
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A NOTE FROM CANTOR GARY &

As we celebrate the 68™ anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel, it is fitting to discuss its national

anthem, fAHati kvaho (fAiThe Hopeo) . AfiHati kvaho was adopted
1897. The hymn was formally declared the Zionist anthem in 1933 at the Zionist Congress in Prague. It was the

unofficial anthem of Palestine for more than fifty years, and was sung at the proclamation of the State of Israel on

May 14, 1948.

Thenine-st anza poem, originally called ATikvateinudo (AOur Ho
Naphtali Herz Imber (1856-1909). Jewish musicologists have various theories as to the origin of the melody.
Some attribute the tune to Samuel Cohen, of Bohemian descent, who was an early settler in Palestine. Cohen

adapted a Moldavian-Ro mani an f ol ksong, #ACarul cu Boi o (Cart and Oxe
anthem is based on a fAwandering melody; 0 a-sepamteéd whi ch i s
countries. Tunes resembling AHat i kviadhdo mvaBrodcerne da 6lsi kvio | tdha
famous in the world of classical music by c-olBptefelk Bedr i
songs on the Iberian peninsula. Musical scholars explain that Smetana did not really influence the melody of

AHati kvahvoer(soar) ,vibcug¢ that the tuneods gener al shape was ap
known musi cal pattern is found in both major and minor Vv
French fol ksonglefi, AhMa maonuws whiircahi became the childrenés son
Jewi sh musicologist Abraham Zvi |l del sohn has a table in |
mel ody to the Magein Avot mode, from the Friday night pr
Spanish fol ksong, fAVirgen de |l a Cuevaodo (Vigin of the Cav:
AYigdal , o and the Smetana melody fAThe Mol daudo from AMa VI

much alike they all are! The tune found its way into other music as well. Listen to the well-known song written
during the Depression of the 19306s ABrother Can You Spal
also has definite echoes of fAHati kvah. o

Since 1948, the original refrain, expressing the Zionist hope for Jewish liberation and redemption, has been
modified to reflect the reality of the State of Israel.

Original Text:

Od lo avdah tikvateinu Our hope is not yet lost

Hatikvah hanoshanah The age-old hope

Lashuv | 6er et z Tovetumn oihaland of our fathers
La-ir bah David chanah. To the city where David dwelt.

Present version:

Od lo avdah tikvateinu Our hope is not yet lost

Hat i kvah s h6notThaHogeafjtwo thousand years
Li hdyot am c hofThédafreefdpeopld izcrrlamd
Bberetz Tziyon Thheland af Bienlaral yeusalem.

After the Holocaust, the remnant of our people were able, thank God, to return to the land of our fathers and

mothers. We established a sovereign state where Jews could live without fear of persecution, but it has been a

constant struggle against the age-old, unreasoning, unrelenting hate. We celebrate 64 years of living as a free

people in the | and of Zion, and we continue to sing with
Samuel Cohen melded with a stirring folk melody, creatin
against the savagery and terror which plagues our world. May we never lose the hope that we will yet see the

day when each man, woman, and child can live in the promised land without fear, in freedom and in peace.

Léshal om,
Cantor Gary
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CLEVELAND
(OMMEMORATION
OF THE HOLOCAUST
& HEROISM

OUT OF THE DARKNESS: INTO A NEW LIFE

* » Keynote Speaker, Sean
Martin, Ph.D., Western
Reserve Historical Society

» Candielighting by

7:00-8:30PM
Holocaust Survivors

GREEN ROAD SYNAGOGUE : _ v
2437 S. GREEN RD., BEACHWOOD +  and their families
: ¥ March of Generations

FREE AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY : % Creative Arts Awards

Program is coordinated by the Kol israel Foundation

Y\ Jewish Federation
OF CLEVELAND e and the Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Congregation Shaarey Ti kvah6s -agddleamm program:n

AFamily Secret® Cr ypt o Jews of t
Presented by Cheryl Gordon

Join us for Shabbat services and schmooze
over a delicious lunch

June 11, 2016

In the Beit Tefillah about 30 minutes after Kiddush
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NEWS FROM FACE TO FACE DIRECTOR LOUISE FREILICH

FACE
TO Poetry From a Student
EACE

A Holocaust Education
Program at Each year we receive hundreds of letters from students after they have
Congregation Shaarey Tikvah att ended a Face to Face fieldtrip. The |
appreciation for all they have learned during their morning at CST. They help
us to know we are on the right track. Recently in addition to letters, we received a number of poems by 8"
grade students from Kenston Middle School . One poem in
you.

Bloody Knees

By Aubrey Taylor (written after attending a face to Face program)

lam a Jew Because just like you, | am Someday | hope we all learn
I am a Christian human Someday | hope we all realize
I am a Muslim | quiver with want Someday | hope we all know
| die with need
I am black That we are all Jews
| am white Just like you, I laugh We are all Christians
I am Asian | cry We are all Muslims
| feel pain
I am male We are all black
I am female Just like you, I can be selfish We are all white
| am somewhere in between | can be ignorant We are all Asian
| can be scared
And you say |1 dm wrong We are all male
You say | am sinning We are not so different We are all female
You say | am less than you So why do we accuse each We are all somewhere in
other? between
Who are you to decide? Why do we force each other
to our We are all human

bloody knees ?

As we approach Yom HaShoah, we pray for no more bloody-knees. Yom Hashoah V'Hagvurah, Cleveland's

annual commemoration of the Holocaust and Heroism, will take place on Wednesday, May 4 from 7 to 8:30 pm

at Green Road Synagogue. This year's theme is "Out of the Darkness: Into a New Life." The following

evening on Thursday, May 5 at 7:30 pm, The Western Wind, the internationally acclaimed vocal sextet will

present AWe are Stildl Hereo (Mir Zaynen Do) an explorati
Congregation Shaarey Tikvah. (See flyer on page 19). Please take the time to reflect on the Holocaust by

attending one or both of these sure-to-be-meaningful events.

I f you have not yet become a friend of Face to Face thi:c
letter you received in the mail. Every year, these funds get more important in maintaining our program.

There are 5 more chances to visit us in May as we wrap up Face to Face sessions for the 2015-2016 school
year. Please come and see how we inspire students and their teachers. See calendar on page 17.
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Sunday, June 5, 2016

CST Annual Meeting
10 am to noon
Breakfast




